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A few weeks ago, I told you I had 
been asked to write about the 
Uniting Church statements on 
some issues. Then I wrote about 
euthanasia and purgatory. 
Another on the list is same 
gender marriage. The following 
is part of the pastoral letter 
written by the President of the 
Assembly in 2018.

To honour the diversity of 
Christian belief among our 
members, we will hold two 
equal and distinct statements 
of belief on marriage.

This decision will allow ministers 
and celebrants in the Uniting 
Church the freedom to conduct 
or to refuse to conduct same-
gender marriages.
The existing statement of belief 
that “marriage for Christians 

is the freely given consent and 
commitment in public and 
before God of a man and a 
woman to live together for life” 
has been retained.

A new additional statement of 
belief has also been adopted.

That statement reads “marriage 
for Christians is the freely given 
consent and commitment in 
public and before God of two 
people to live together for life.”

What this means is that 
ministers who, in good 
conscience, are willing to 
conduct same-gender 
marriages are able to do so. 
This does not compromise 
the rights of those ministers 
who, in good conscience, 
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Friday Family Fun Night 
(FFFN) is a time aimed at 
families with young children 
- worship, activities, and  
a light meal.

FRIDAY 8 APRIL
Friday Family Fun Night
Umina Church 4:45pm
SUNDAY 10 APRIL
Morning Worship
Umina Church 9:30am
Lent 6 • Full to the Brim -  
Even the Stones Cry 
MONDAY 11 APRIL 
Monday Prayer Meeting &
Monday Bible Study
Resume May 2

next week
THURSDAY 14 APRIL  
Playgroup
In recess until the 28 April
FRIDAY 15 APRIL
Friday Family Fun Night
Umina Church 4:45pm
SUNDAY 17 APRIL
Morning Worship
Umina Church 9:30am
Easter • Full to the Brim -  
An Expansive Life

worship services  
& regular activities
 

cannot conduct same-gender 
marriages. They will continue 
to be able to teach their belief 
that marriage may only be 
between a man and a woman 
and can continue to use a 
marriage liturgy that reflects 
that conviction.

I want to reassure all members 
of the Uniting Church - your 
rights to follow your beliefs  
on marriage will be respected 
and protected.

Church councils will have the 
right to determine whether 
marriage services take place  
on their premises.”

If you would like a copy of the 
complete statement, 2 pages, 
that can be provided.

What would you like to know 
about the Uniting Church?

Rev Patty Lawrence
Broken Bay  
Uniting Church

This week Sunday 

Lunch will be held at 

CLUB UMINA. 

Please let Patty 

know if you are 

coming so she can 

book a table.



scripture  
     readings SUNDAY  

10  APRIL
SUNDAY  
17  APRIL

FIRST READING none Isaiah 65:17-25

PSALM Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

SECOND READING none Acts 10:34-43

GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40 Luke 24:1-12

prayer
Grant Us the Gift of Unity
O, Lord, who give unto each nation 
its place and time and mission: 
grant us the gift of unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, 
that the ancient church, and all 
Christians of this land, 
each loyal to their confession, 
culture and nationality, 
may discover new forms of 
common Christian witness, 
and stand before the divided world 
as a united and humble fellowship.

O Lord, who commanded your 
disciples to pray 
both for their neighbours and  
their enemies: 
give us such love for one another, 
that with one voice and one heart 
we may glorify your name, 
the Father, the Son and the  
Holy Spirit. 

(Dr Ion Bria, Romanian Orthodox 
Church. WAGP p. 161)

MAUNDY THURSDAY
14th April will be available online

GOOD FRIDAY
15th April  9.30am

EASTER  
SUNRISE
Cancelled

EASTER  
WORSHIP
17th April  9.30am 

MARION ANDERSON
& yvonne howson



FULL TO THE BRIM   
Thoughts for this week

SUNDAY – EVEN THE 
STONES CRY OUT
As Jesus enters Jerusalem, 
the multitude of disciples 
begins to joyfully shout with 
praise. The Pharisees try 
to silence them, but Jesus 
responds: “I tell you, even if 
these were silent, the stones 
would shout out” (Luke 
19:40).

All of creation cries out  
with praise—that message 
rises above the noise, even  
if the oppressive powers  
want to silence it. As we 
begin our walk through  
Holy Week, let us ask:  
What can’t be silenced? 

What must be said?

What things can we not stay 
quiet about?  
What is bubbling up that we 
need to give voice to—faith 
questions, apologies, issues of 
justice, truth-telling?  

As we go deeper into the story, 
the truth will soon be set free.

THURSDAY –  
TAKE OFF YOUR SHOES
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
In a room full to the brim with 
emotion, Jesus offers a tender, 
loving, and humble goodbye, 
stooping low to wash and 
caress his disciples’ feet. Like 
the water splashing within the 
washbasin, his actions ripple 
out: “Go and do likewise. Just 
as I have loved you, love one 
another.” This scene offers us a 



poignant and powerful image 
of discipleship. Our sub-theme 
is primarily inspired by Peter’s 
experience and the way he 
initially resists Jesus’ offer.

How many of us resist 
vulnerability?  
How often do we resist 
receiving love, support, 
and nurturing from others? 
Jesus’ command to go and 
do likewise is only possible 
for us if we, too, learn how to 
receive. We can’t fully give 
without receiving also; love is 
designed to be shared. As was 
the case for Peter, receiving 
selfless, poured-out love 
fundamentally changes us.  
It’s a profound act that shows 
us who we are. It’s a practice 
of surrender and letting go. 
It reminds us of how God 
loves us. And so, this Maundy 
Thursday, take off your 
shoes. Remove the walls and 
protective layers you have 
built up. Allow yourself to 
be loved fully by God. Allow 
yourself to be filled to the  
brim so you can go out and  
fill others too.

FRIDAY -  
A CUP OF SORROW
John 19:1-30
On this Good Friday, we 
grieve the violence of 
humanity. In John’s account 
of Jesus’ death, Jesus’ final 
words are: “I am thirsty. . .  
it is finished” (John 19:28, 
30). He is offered a jar full 
of sour wine as he takes 
his final breaths. And yet, 
even here, God’s love is full, 
poured out, self-emptied. 
Even in his last moments, 
Jesus is overflowing with 
truth and the fullness of the 
human experience. God 
embodies the fullness of 
pain and deep sorrow. And 
so, in the silence of this day, 
let us, too, sit in the fullness 
of this cup of sorrow.



we pray... 
• with St Matthews Lutheran 

Church
• with Terrigal Uniting Church
• for those who are sick  

and others with special  
needs, including Doug 
Howson, Wil Davies,  
Coral Tauro, Connie Watts, 
Debra Stewart, Joice Tee  
and Val Juratowitch

• for those who have lost  
loved ones

• for safe school holidays
• for Presbytery Deputy 

Chairpersons Rev Nich Cole 
and Rev Seungjae Yeon  

• with people from Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Romania

• for those in flood zones

property update
Now that Patty and Ian 
have moved into their own 
residence in Woy Woy, the 
Manse in Haynes Avenue has 
been rented. Currently the 
rent is $800 per week. Out of 
that comes Agents fees and 
maintenance. The Minister  
also receives a Housing 
Allowance when choosing  
to live in their own house.  
This still gives extra income 
to the Parish. As we cannot 
rely on this income to 
continue, as the next Minister 
will likely choose to live 
in the Manse, the Church 
Council has decided to set 
the remaining rental income 
from the Manse aside for 
future repairs to the Manse.

palm sunday
ACTING FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE THIS PALM SUNDAY 

As Christians remember 
Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday. People from all 
walks of life will take  
part in actions planned 
across the country 
calling for peace 
in our world and 
#justice4refugees.  
If you’re getting involved, 
tag us in your photos on 
social media or email us: 
comms@nat.uca.org.au.



A great opportunity for men to get 
together once a month to enjoy 
each other’s company over a 
delicious cooked breakfast.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
So come whether you attend our 
church, or not; whether you are 
lonely, or not; whether you are 
married, or not. Come whether you 
want support, or can give support; 
to talk, or  listen. Come just to be 
there. Tell your dad, son, brother, 
uncle, neighbour, grandson.  
We look forward to meeting  
and getting to know you.

Our Men’s Breakfast take place  
on the THIRD SATURDAY  
OF EACH MONTH at 8.30am  
(except December & January)

KINCUMBER UNITING 
FAITH COMMUNITY 
will be holding 
a Men’s Breakfast on 

SATURDAY 23 APRIL  
8:30AM
Full English style breakfast 
(no cereal) at a cost of  
only $5 per person.  

RSVP
For catering purposes please let 
Rodney Stiff know by Wednesday 
20 April if you intend to come.  
0428 880 081 

We hope you 
will join us!

Guest speaker 
LINDA BROWN 
speaking on the  
RETURN OF THE  

UNKNOWN SOLDIER  



broken bay uniting church
MINISTER   Rev Patty Lawrence
Phone   4341 1024
Email    pattyl@powervisions.com.au

PASTORAL CONTACT
Patty   4341 1024

PARISH OFFICE  Open Fridays 9:30am - 11:00am
Address   346 Ocean Beach Road, Umina  2257
Phone    4341 8536
Email   bbuca@bigpond.net.au
Website   www.brokenbay.unitingchurch.org.au

giving  
Giving to the church In person 
at worship.
 
To give by Direct Debit speak 
to Wayne Read or Margaret 
Gregory to set this up.
 
Electronic transfers,  
i.e. internet banking can be 
made to our account:
Account Name: 
Broken Bay Uniting Church
BSB: 634 634
Account Number: 100018346
Please identify deposit as: 
Offering, REM /Youthlife,  
Lent Event etc.

For information on leaving a 
bequest, please speak with 
Margaret Read.

covid
We continue to follow Covid-
safe practices.
•   Please register with the 

welcomers
•   Maintain 1.5 metre physical 

distancing, which means 
leave two seats between 
you and anyone not in your 
household

•   Wearing a mask indoors is 
recommended

•   Maintain hand hygiene by 
washing and sanitising

•   Practice respiratory  
hygiene by coughing into  
your elbow, etc

•  Stay home when sick
•  Get tested if unwell


