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notes from Patty
Last week I encouraged you to think
about who God is and what you think
God would say to you. I hope you found
that a helpful exercise.
This week I am wondering about
church, particularly at a time when we
cannot gather in-person. What is the
church, what makes a group of people
the church.
Ways of describing the church include
the body of Christ and the fellowship
of the Spirit and the people of God.
The Church is both worldwide, but I am
thinking about local at the moment.
Here are my thoughts, I wonder what
you would add or change.
The church is made up of individuals
who have a relationship with God
through Jesus Christ.
The church is open to people who
are seeking God or wondering about
meaning in life.
The church shows God’s love in
serving the community, especially
those in need.

The church is there for the forgotten,
the least or the outcast in a community.
The church will worship God and
encourage members to worship in their
daily lives.
The church witnesses to God’s love,
presence and grace, in word and
in action.
What would you write about the
church? What makes a healthy church?
Here is one group of characteristics,
from Natural Church Development.
• Empowering Leadership
• Gift-based Ministry
• Passionate Spirituality
• Effective Structures
• Inspiring Worship Services
• Holistic Small Groups
• Need-oriented Evangelism
• Loving Relationships
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please send all Grapevine article submissions
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grapevineuniting@gmail.com

prayer

A Confession of Faith
God of love, we believe that
you are our hope.
God of love, we believe that you
have called us to work for peace.
God of love, we believe that
your Holy Spirit is breathing
new life into our communities,
churches and nations.
God of love, we believe that you
make it possible for light to shine
upon all who suffer in our world.
God of love, we believe that
you are speaking to the
world’s peoples in all their
differences, turning those
differences into opportunities
to build a new world.
God of love, we believe that you
speak to the world’s peoples in
all life’s situations, in the midst
of our social, religious, political
and economic life, in order to
bring us hope.

God of love, we believe that
you are calling all peoples and
nations today to work together
for change wherever there is pain
and suffering in our world.
God of love, we believe that you
are our hope. Amen.
(Revd Adelaida Jiménez, Colombia)
https://www.oikoumene.org/
resources/prayer-cycle/colombiaecuador-venezuela

we pray...

• with Brisbane Water
Ministers Association
• with Terrigal Uniting Church
• for those who are sick and
others with special needs,
including Sarah de Rooy,
Coral Tauro, Connie Watts,
Debra Stewart and Joice Tee
• for those who have lost
loved ones

• for and give thanks for
Margaret Read, Chairperson
of Church Council
• for the ministry of the
UnitingWorld and Director
Dr Sureka Goringe
• with people from Colombia,
Ecuador and Venezuela
• for the family and friends of
Samantha Smith and her
children

scripture
readings

SUNDAY
3 OCTOBER

SUNDAY
10 OCTOBER

FIRST READING
& PSALM

Job 1:1, 2:1-10
Psalm 26

Job 1:1, 2:1-10
Psalm 26

ALTERNATE FIRST
READING & PSALM

Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8

Amost 5:6-7, 10-15
Psalm 90: 12-17

SECOND READING

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12

Hebrews 4:12-16

GOSPEL

Mark 10:2-16

Mark 10:17-31

worship services

Due to the COVID situation in Greater Sydney, our buildings are closed.
Some groups are meeting online. An order of service and sermon notes
will be emailed, or delivered with the Grapevine. On Sunday there will be
a video of the sermon.

THIS WEEK

Sunday 3 October
Morning Worship
9:30am
Distributed by Rev Patty
Friday 8 October
FFFN video uploaded
Social zoom chat
4:45pm

NEXT WEEK

Sunday 10 October
Morning Worship
9:30am
Distributed by Rev Patty
Friday 15 October
FFFN video uploaded
Social zoom chat
4:45pm

this week

SUNDAY ZOOM GATHERING
3 October at 5:00pm
Join for an informal chat
Contact Rev Patty for Zoom link

MONDAY PRAYER MEETING
4 October at 9:00am via Zoom

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY

Canceled due to Covid restrictions

WEDNESDAY WANDERERS

Canceled due to Covid restrictions

FRIDAY PLAYGROUP

Canceled due to Covid restrictions

FRIDAY NIGHT TENNIS

Canceled due to Covid restrictions

kincumber and broken bay update
The leaders of Kincumber
and Broken Bay churches are
meeting weekly with Geoff
Leslie, Business Manager
for Sydney Central Coast
Presbytery, and Rev Fiona Blair,
Presbytery Minister Growth & Mission Sydney
Central Coast Presbytery.
Kincumber Uniting Church
is moving from being a
Congregation to a Faith
Community, which is a
change in responsibility for
administration and financial
management. In the UCA
regulations, a Faith Community
is under the management of the
Presbytery. In this case, Sydney

Central Coast Presbytery has
asked Broken Bay Church
Council to take on the role of
the Presbytery.
The people from Kincumber
will continue to arrange
Worship and fellowship
activities, pastoral care,
general maintenance, running
the op. shop and more. Broken
Bay Church Council will
take on the church council
responsibilities for Kincumber.
More details will be available in
a few weeks. Please note, Patty
will not be leading worship
or taking on other regular
activities with Kincumber
Uniting Church.

REV PETER SWAIN

celebrating

Wishing Rev’d Dr Peter Swain a wonderful
90th birthday this Monday 4 October

wishing Bob Dillon
a very happy
birthday

daylight saving

woolworths bricks

Don’t forget to
wind your
clock forwards
one hour as
daylight saving
starts at 2am
Sunday 2 October.

If you do
not require,
but can
collect
Woolworths Bricks,
they can be left in the church
letterbox at the Umina office.

chairs and pews
You can look forward to some comfortable
seating when we return to in-person worship.
We have accepted an offer of used chairs from
one of the Uniting facilities in the area. These
chairs were being replaced, and headed for the
tip, but will soon be in the Umina Worship
space. We will still have some pews.

safe church
Safe Church provides a national oversight of the policies, practices
and culture that promote the safety of children and adults at risk.

Anyone involved in the programs listed below need to have an up
to date Safe Church Awareness Certificate.
• Leaders of Church run programs/events with direct contact with
children.
• Church Council members and elders.
• Safe Church contact person.
Due to Covid19, Safe Church is only able to be completed online.
The Anglican and Baptist both offer online courses and are
recommended by the Uniting Church. See links below.
Anglican
https://safeministry.training/online-training-information/
Baptist
https://creatingsafespaces.org.au
Please send a copy of your Safe Church certificate to the church
office to be kept on file.
Contact: Linda Kalantzis - 0416172001

school strike 4 climate
Why does a church support students taking to the street for action
on climate? With MC Julie McCrossin AM

Now a free webinar, hosted
by well-known broadcaster
and journalist Julie McCrossin,
will explore why our church
has taken this sometimes
controversial position.
Ms Mcrossin will interview
some key players, across the
diversity of the Uniting Church.
They include our Moderator,
a Headmaster of a UCA school,
members of Christian Students
Uniting and other adult
supporters, representatives of
our First Nations and Pasifika
communities, and most
importantly, students from both

UCA and public schools directly
involved in the SS4C movement.
The forum takes place on,
Wednesday 6 October from 7.15
pm to 8.30 pm. You can register
for the event here.
https://www.eventbrite.com.
au/e/why-the-uniting-churchsupports-the-school-strike-forclimate-tickets-170088592559
For more information, contact
Jon O’Brien on
0477 725 528 or
joobrien@uniting.org

covid update
Church Council decided
that when we reopen for
in-person worship we
will follow all the health
guidelines, including mask
wearing, seating limits and
vaccination status rules.
This will also apply to all
people and groups that
meet in our buildings.
We are unlikely to resume
in-person worship at 70%
double vaccination rate.

current rules

PLACES OF WORSHIP
ARE CLOSED

If you have not been
vaccinated, please talk with
your GP about your options.
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