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notes from Patty
One thing I am conscious of as 
a Minister is that I am with the 
congregation for a limited period 
of time. If I stay until I retire, that 
will be another few years. This 
congregation existed before I 
arrived and will continue after  
I leave. It is the same with all of  
you, though many of you will have 
been in the congregation longer 
than my 9-10 years (by the time  
I retire).

I am reminded of the first church I 
was part of. Ian was born into that 
church; I arrived a few years before 
we married, we moved away a few 
years later. We have been part of 
many churches as we moved for 
Ian’s work and now for my work. 
I am grateful for those who had 
the foresight to begin worshipping 
communities and community 
services in the places we have 
lived.

please send all Grapevine article submissions  
to the below email address by noon Wednesday:

grapevineuniting@gmail.com

In this Grapevine, there is a 
report on the work of the Ettalong 
Development group. Looking at 
the possibility of developing the 
Ettalong site is part of our looking 
at the needs of the community, 
now and into the future, as well as 
having space for church activities 
and community groups to gather. 
In looking at possibilities we are 
making sure we are good stewards 
of the resources the previous 
generations have left for us.  

I don’t know if this building project 
will go ahead, but I encourage each 
person to think about how we can 
be a church that looks at the needs 
of the church into the future. 

Rev Patty Lawrence
Broken Bay  
Uniting Church



we pray...
• with Umina Salvation Army
• with Kincumber Uniting Faith 

Community
• for those who are sick and  

others with special needs, 
including Coral Tauro,  
Connie Watts, Debra Stewart 
and Joice Tee

• for those who have lost  

prayer 
from Argentina

God of life,
you put in human beings
the imprint of your image 
and likeness and made us to 
participate with you in your 
creation. Forgive our incapacity 
to respect and protect life in  
all its forms. 

God of justice,
you call us to travel this path
which is the only route leading to 
true peace.
Forgive our daily acts of injustice
which condemn many, many 
persons to death by hunger, 
exclusion and war, and lead us to 
the abyss of endless violence. 

God, incarnate in history,
forgive us because we imprison 
you in our dogmas, limiting you 
to our religious institutions and 
crucifying you alongside the 
vulnerable of our time. 

O God, strengthen us in our daily 
work for a world more just,

accepting differences, built  
on diversity.

Renew our commitment to peace 
with justice, a commitment which 
denounces the arrogance of 
those who believe that they are 
powerful and own the lives of all 
the rest.

Give us a vision to banish 
violence in all its forms.
Establish as the foundation  
of our lives, and the lives of our 
people,respect, equality, truth 
and justice.

(Bishop Nelly Ritchie, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. © Red de Liturgia del CLAI; English 
transl. Terry MacArthur, WCC)

loved ones
• for and give thanks for the 

people who plan social and 
connecting activities

• for the National Disaster 
Recovery Officer  
Rev. Dr Stephen Robinson

• with people from Argentina, 
Paraguary and Uruguay



SUNDAY  
19  SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY  
26  SEPTEMBER

FIRST READING  
& PSALM

Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 
9:20-22 and Psalm 124

ALTERNATE FIRST 
READING & PSALM

Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 
24-29 and Psalm 19:7-14

SECOND READING James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a James 5:13-20

GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37 Mark 9:38-50

scripture  
     readings

this week
SUNDAY ZOOM GATHERING 
19 September at 5:00pm
Join for an informal chat 
Contact Rev Patty for Zoom link

MONDAY PRAYER MEETING
20 September at 9:00am via Zoom 
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Canceled due to Covid restrictions
 
WEDNESDAY WANDERERS
Canceled due to Covid restrictions

FRIDAY PLAYGROUP
Canceled due to Covid restrictions 
FRIDAY NIGHT TENNIS
Canceled due to Covid restrictions 

 
THIS WEEK  
Sunday 19 September 
Morning Worship 9:30am
Distributed by Rev Patty
Friday 24 September
FFFN video uploaded
Social zoom chat 4:45pm

NEXT WEEK
Sunday 26 September 
Morning Worship 9:30am
Distributed by Rev Patty
Friday 31 September
FFFN video uploaded
Social zoom chat 4:45pm

worship services
Due to the COVID situation in Greater Sydney, our buildings are closed.   
Some groups are meeting online. An order of service and sermon notes  
will be emailed, or delivered with the Grapevine. On Sunday there will be  
a video of the sermon.



GOOD 
NEWS!

With so much bad 
news these days, 
we’d love to hear of 
any good news you 
have to share. 

Please forward 
details and photos 
to grapevineuniting 
@gmail.com

Margaret Gregory’s great nephew Kieran from Townsville, 
proposed to Monica while holidaying at Mount Wellington, 
Tasmania last Tuesday and she said “YES!”

Congratulations to the happy couple!



Ella Jane  
Ann Thompson’s new  
great grand daughter,  
born 10 September.

Jake Galasso  
The tooth fairy left Jake  
a $2 coin. He is expecting 
another visit soon with a 
second wobbly tooth 
on its way out.



ettalong update
While many activities are on 
hold during COVID, other groups 
are continuing to meet. One of 
the groups that is meeting is 
the working group looking into 
the feasibility of developing the 
Ettalong site.

This is still the feasibility stage. 
We are looking to see if the 
development is financially 
viable, and if there is a service 
provider willing to lease the 
space. We want this project to 
be one which enhances the local 
community, by providing much 
needed community service, and 
a building that is user friendly for 
the church and other groups who 
use this space.

It is also important that leasing 
much of the development 
will pay for all ongoing costs 
in maintaining the building, 
including paying the mortgage. 
We are not looking at general 
residential in this building. We 
have looked at providing low-
cost housing, but this would not 
cover our building costs. 

While we still have a way to 
go, the current plan is for one 
basement car park level. The 
ground floor would be partly 
parking and would also have 
an entry area, and church and 
community space.

The rest of the building would be 
leased to a community service 
provider. This is likely two levels 
of accommodation and the roof 
with some social space and 
rooftop garden.

We have started speaking with 
community service providers 
to see if there is any interest in 
leasing space in this area. The 
kind of activity most likely to go 
into this space is respite care 
for elderly people being cared 
for by relatives; transitional care 
for people no longer needing 
hospital care but are not able 
to go home yet; or people with 
NDIS packages who need short to 
medium term care [which could 
be respite, transitional care, or 
accommodation while waiting for 
house remodelling to allow them 
to return home safely].

As well as needing approval 
from Central Coast Council, 
Uniting Church processes means 
we will need approval from the 
Congregation and the Presbytery. 
The loan to build must be through 
Uniting Financial Services, and 
they will not lend us the money 
if we cannot show capacity to 
repay the loan.

If the numbers add up, and it 
looks like they will, this project 
has great potential to serve the 
community and the church well 
into the future.
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OBADIAH
HABAKKUK
DEUTERONOMY
RUTH
JONAH
ISAIAH
EZRA
GENESIS
NUMBERS
LEVITICUS
PSALMS
ECCLESIASTES
JEREMIAH
LAMENTATIONS
JOEL
AMOS
MICAH
NAHUM
ZECHARIAH
MALACHAI
HOSEA

spoonville
Have you made your 
Spoony person yet?  
Our Spooonville 
Garden will be in the 
garden at the front of 
Ettalong Church.

Please send photos  
of your Spoony to:  
grapevineuniting 
@gmail.com



giving  
Giving to the church In person 
at worship.
 
To give by Direct Debit speak 
to Wayne Read or Margaret 
Gregory to set this up.
 
Electronic transfers,  
i.e. internet banking can  
be made to our account:
Account Name: 
Broken Bay Uniting Church
BSB: 634 634
Account Number: 100018346
Please identify deposit as: 
Offering, REM /Youthlife,  
Lent Event etc.

For information on leaving  
a bequest, please speak with 
Margaret Read.

broken bay uniting church
MINISTER   Rev Patty Lawrence
Phone   4341 1024
Email    pattyl@powervisions.com.au

PASTORAL CONTACTS
Margaret Gregory   4342 1519
Pam Carter  4342 1351

PARISH OFFICE
Address   346 Ocean Beach Road, Umina  2257
Phone    4341 8536
Email   bbuca@bigpond.net.au
Website   www.brokenbay.unitingchurch.org.au

current rules

PLACES OF WORSHIP
 ARE CLOSED


